2 32                BosweWs fervour of loyalty,         [Sept. 18.
In conformity with this doctrine, I myself, though fully persuaded that the House of Stuart had originally no right to the crown of Scotland; for that Baliol, and not Bruce, was the lawful heir; should yet have thought it veiy culpable to have rebelled, on that account, against Charles the First, or even a prince of that house much nearer the time, in order to assert the claim of the posterity of Baliol.
However convinced I am of the justice of that principle, which holds allegiance and protection to be reciprocal, I do however acknowledge, that I am not satisfied with the cold sentiment which would confine the exertions of the subject within the strict line of duty. I would have every breast animated with the fervour of loyalty1; with that generous attachment which delights in doing somewhat more than is required, and makes 'service perfect freedom3.' And, therefore, as our most gracious Sovereign, on his accession to the throne, gloried in being born a Briton*; so, in my more private sphere, Ego me mine denique natum, gratulor1'. I am happy that a disputed succession no longer distracts our minds; and that a monarchy, established by law, is now so sanctioned by time, that we can fully indulge those feelings of loyalty which I am ambitious to excite. They are feelings which have ever actuated the inhabitants of the Highlands and the Hebrides. The plant of loyalty is there in full vigour, and the Brunswick graft now flourishes like a native shoot. To that spirited race of people I may with propriety apply the elegant lines of a modern poet, on the • facile temper of the beauteous sex0:'—
be found powerful.    BOSWELL.   The 'eloquent historian' was Gibbon.   See Paley's Principles, ed. 1786, p. 395.
1 In The Life of 'Johnson {ante, iii. 128), Boswell quotes these words, without shewing that they are his own; but italicises not fervour, but loyalty.
3 ' Whose service is perfect freedom."   Book of Common Prayer.
3 See ante, i. 408, note 2.                4 Ovid, Ars Ama/oria, iii. 121.
5              'This facile temper of the beauteous sex
Great Agamemnon, brave Pelides proved.'
These two lines follow the four which Boswell quotes.   Agis, act iv.
' Like say that a future state had been, discovered already.—It had been discovered as the Copernican System was;—it was one guess amongst many. He alone discovers who proves, and no man can prove this point but the teacher who testifies by miracles that his doctrine comes from GOD.'—Book V. chap. 9.
